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}Sd LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The artists and staff of Soulpepper
and the Young Centre for the
Performing Arts acknowledge

the original caretakers and
storytellers of the land on which

we are situated - the Wendat,

the Haudenosaunee, and the
Anishanabek First Nations, including
the Mississaugas of the Credit.

We commit to honouring and celebrating
their past, present and future.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC
& EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

As we reflect on 2023, it’s evident that we truly
took a voyage around the world. From Port
Elizabeth, South Africa in Sizwe Banzi is Dead
to New York’s Apollo Theaterin Billie, Sarah and
Ella: Revolutionary Women in Jazz, we explored
many cultures and creative universes, partnered
with a multitude of exciting artists, and offered
an astonishing array education, artistic and
community programs. Throughout this journey,
two things became clear: Soulpepper plays a
vital role in the communities we serve, and we
have become a dynamic epicenter of culture and
creativity that is starting to redefine the role of a
theatre in civil society.

As with so many other cultural organizations, our
post-Pandemic recovery has been sometimes
circuitous and always challenging. Soaring
costs, financial anxiety in our audience and donor
base, rapidly changing audience behavior and
fierce competition from streaming platforms
have exerted enormous pressure on our business
model. Most notably, as you will see from our
financial statements, Soulpepper has posted a
second significant deficit and is now serving an
accumulated deficit. But there are also signs

of exciting opportunities in this moment of

deep change. Since reopening, our audience
composition has changed radically, with over
50% of attendees discovering Soulpepper for the
first time, and the average age of our audiences
dropping from 64 to 42 years old. These numbers
indicate that the story of Soulpepperis evolving
and that there is untapped potential for new
support and excitement as we continue to

find our way through this moment of

sectoral transformation.

Thanks to the extraordinary hard work of our

staff and the support of our dynamic Board of
Directors, plans are already in place to retire our
accumulated deficit by 2027. Early indications are
that 2024 will see ongoing audience growth, and
we are looking forward to stabilizing operations
and announcing a new vision for the company in
late 2024.

In the spring of 2024, Soulpepper received a
record breaking 36 Dora Award Nominations,
our biggest tally ever. Each and every eligible
production in our season was nominated, and
we were delighted to take home some of the
ceremony’s most important awards. These
nominations are a testament to the enduring
power of our story telling and our unwavering
commitment to presenting truly extraordinary
productions. Our most sincere thanks to our
Board of Directors. Donors, and Partners, without
who none of our achievements would

be possible.

Gideon Arthurs
Executive Director

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

The 2023 season marked my first full year as Chair
of Soulpepper’s Board of Directors and another
exciting year at Soulpepper, as we presented

our largest season since 2019 thanks to the
extraordinary work of Soulpepper’s staff and
leadership team, Weyni Mengesha and Gideon
Arthurs, who are remarkable in their pursuit of
excellence and response to challenges.

I was incredibly proud to see Soulpepper’s
artistic ambitions thrive while maintaining our
commitment to Radical Inclusion. Some stand-out
achievementsincluded:

e Sizwe Banzi is Dead, which earned performer
Amaka Umeh a Dora Award for Outstanding
Performance by an Individual;

* The Seagull, one of our most popular
productions of the year directed by the late great
Daniel Brooks;

* Three new Soulpepper concerts created through
our Slaight Music Program;

* The premiere of two productions from the six
Women Writing program — The Guide to Being
Fabulous by Sandra Caldwell and Wildwoman by
Kat Sandler.

Simultaneously, Soulpepper laid the groundwork
for a renewed vision - one that expands our
audiences by welcoming new friends and
neighbours to the Young Centre to experience the
transformative power of art.

In my role as Chair, I am proud to have worked
with Soulpepper’s Board and leadership to create

the Vanessa Morgan Volunteer Award , presenting
the inaugural award to outgoing Board Chair,
Vanessa Morgan. This award is a testament to

her longstanding and tremendous support of the
company. We will continue to present the award
each year to an individual who has demonstrated
outstanding volunteerism to Soulpepper.

The year was not without its challenges, as we
reckoned with the continued reverberations of
COVID-19 shutdowns. With oversight from the
Board of Directors, Soulpepper navigated through
financial hardshipsin the last quarter of 2023 and
is moving forward with a robust deficit reduction
plan that emphasizes both cost reductions and
new revenue streams.

As we study the state of the sector and look

to the future, we know that we must balance
fiscal responsibility with bold ambitions and a
refusal to compromise our artistic integrity. The
most challenging times breed innovation and

I look forward to meeting you at the theatre for
Soulpepper’s 2024-2025 Season.

Robin Cardozo
Chair, Board of Directors
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DONORS

The following pages acknowledge the community of people who provide invaluable support to the company in
2023 and make Soulpepper’s work on-stage and in our community possible.

CORPORATE AND FOUNDATIONS

$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000-$299,999

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

The Hilary and Galen Weston Foundation
RBC Foundation*

Scotia Wealth Management*

$75,000-5124,999

BMO Financial Group*

CIBC*

George Cedric Metcalf Charitable
Foundation

Sun Life Financial*

TD Bank Group*

$25,000-$74,999

Canada Life*

The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation

Polar Asset Management Partners*
Power Corporation of Canada
Toronto Raptors

$10,000-$24,999

Azrieli Foundation

Kingsdale Advisors

The Joan & Clifford Hatch Foundation*
The Polar Foundation

Middlefield Resource Funds*

1 anonymous supporter of Soulpepper

$5,000-$9,999

Anako Foundation

Boyden Global Executive Search
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation

The Browning Watt Foundation*

The Patrick & Barbara Keenan Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*

Meridian Credit Union

Morgan Meighen & Associates*
National Bank of Canada

Tricon Residential

1 anonymous supporter of Soulpepper

Up to $4,999

The Henry White Kinnear Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*

The Norman & Margaret Jewison

Foundation*

The Racioppo Family Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance

The Kit Skelly Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

INDIVIDUAL

Major Gifts

$100,000+

Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*

The Estate of Susan Brenninkmeyer
The Estate of Ivan Elkan*

Gary & Donna Slaight*

Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000-599,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Director’s Circle
$25,000-$49,999

Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy

Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle

$10,000-$24,999

Marilyn & Charles Baillie*

Salah Bachir

Alex Besharat

Rob & Teresa Brouwer*

Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
The Estate of Eva Marie Green
Jim Fleck*

Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Dana Lafarga*

Sanjay Nakra

James and Sandra Pitblado*
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Yasmin Warsame

Heart & Soul

$5,000-$9,999

Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
Melissa Clarke

Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Beverley Flynn

Robert & Julia Foster

Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Nona Macdonald Heaslip

Kiessling/Isaak Family*

Nancy Jain

Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt*
John & Kay McKellar*

Jacqueline Moss

Maja Neable

Helen Sinclair*

Sally Wright*

Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club

$2,500-$4,999

Harry Arthurs

Elspeth Bowler*

Martha & George Butterfield*

John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*

Shira Hart*

Robin Heintzman & Gordon Currie*
Kent James

Christopher Lee & Paula Mosbrucker
Daniel McCarthy*

Anil Mohan

Gordon & Elaine Pitts*

Martha Tory

Alan Walker*

Benefactor

$1,000-$2,499

Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen *
Alexandra Baillie

Sarah Bay-Cheng

Michelle Beveridge+

David & Patti Bragg*

Jane & Bob Clapp

Bill Douglas*

L. Drake

Charmain Emerson

Russell & Carol Finch*

Steve & Mariann Geist*

Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Jamie Goad

Sari Goldenberg*

Kamala Jean Gopie

Mark & Catherine Graham

Mary Hallward

The Estate Of Brenda Mary Hamer
Vic & Marion Hepburn

Ellen Hill

Dominique Hussey

Elaine Kierans & Shawn McReynolds*
Diane King*

Jean Kitchen*
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Krystal Kwan

Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*

In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore*

Alice Morgan

Ed & Cindy Nowina*

David & Barbara Payne

Mazi Raz

Nick & Lynn Ross*

Ann Savege*

Andrew Scriver

Ivor & Renee Simmons*

Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
In Memory of Roger & Kathleen
Savory*

Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
2 anonymous supporter of
Soulpepper

Friend

$250-$999

Jacqueline Allard

Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson

Wendy Balfour

Carol Barber*

Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Terry Bisset™*

Anna Bolton

Shelley Boyes

Theresa Boyle*

Mary Lou Brock*

William Broughton
Graham Brunke*

Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*

Brian Carr*

Edina Cavalli

Elizabeth Charal

Karen Cheah*

Claudia Colas

Catherine Cornell & Declan
Lane*

Joan D. Cranston*

Bill Crothers*

Leslie Dan*

Carol Dalgado

Mark & Rita Daniel*

Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick
McHugh

Patricia A. Elliot*

Steven Endicott

Chris Elson

The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*

Graham & Silke Flint

David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman

Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff

Joanne Grodzinski

Zeljko Grukic

Doreen Gryfe*

Rob Harper

Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Clive Houseman

Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys

Kishwar Igbal

Alison Janzen

Alicia Jeffery

Judith John

Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee

Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy

Mohamed Khaki

Raj & Shaila Kothari*

Maria Larina+

Dale Lawr*

V. Leapman

Victoria Lee

Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner

Elizabeth Leonard

Linda Lewis

Martha Loewen

Oliver & Gillian Long*

Larry Lubin*

Gail MacNaughton

Michéle Maheux

Joanna Martin

Kelly McDonald & Greg
Sigurdson*

Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Linda McGuire

Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay & Richard
Comparey*

Mark McLean

Susan Moellers*

Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James
Mryglad*

Mary Jane Mossman & Brian
Bucknall*

Steve Munro*

Paul Murphy*

Patricia O’Brien

Brian O’Leary*

Ghazala Parvez and Frank
Fuernkranz*

Ken Pearl

Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*

Diane Pitblado

Archie Platt

Harold Povilaitis*

Stephen Uzielli & Robin
Siegerman*

Alicia Rose

Catherine Seton

Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris
Reed*

Heather Shapero

Maureen Simpson & Almos
Tassonyi

Phillip Silver

Cecilia Smith

Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-
Smith*

James Stuart

Carol Strom

Carol Swindell

W. Michael Than*

Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham*
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Teresa Walsh

Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie

Irene & Hastings Withers
Joan Woodward

Hannah Wunsch

Mike Wren

Morden Yolles*

Gloria & Gordon Zive*
Elizabeth/Alon Pasternak/
Nashman

2 anonymous supporters of
Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special
gratitude to members of our
Soul Mates program, who
donate monthly to support

our artistic & educational
programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle

The following people have
generously arranged bequests
to Soulpepper:

Robin Cardozo

Roger Garland

Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart

Anne Louise Layton

Claude Marchand

Jenny Tan

7 anonymous friends of
Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage

Deb Barrett & Jim Leech

Sarah Bay-Cheng

Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig.

Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family

Dana Lafarga

Sanjay Nakra

Jaqui Parchment

Sheila Phillips

Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von
Boetticher

Ed Sangmuah

Vinetta Strombergs

Lucinda Widdrington

Denise Zarn

The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom
Trust

Women Centre Stage Co-Chairs
(2020 - Present):

Dana Lafarga

Sanjay Nakra

Roxana Tavana

If we have erred in the spelling,
listing or omission of your name,
please accept our sincerest
apologies & contact us at

416 203 6264 X.145

or development@soulpepper.ca
So we may correct

our records for future publications.

Individuals recognized for
donations made between
January 1, 2023 — December 31,
2023

*Donors who have given to
Soulpepper for 10+
consecutive years

+Soulpepper staff & Artist donors
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TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

MUSIC SPONSOR

THE THE
SLAIGHT SLAIGHT
FAMILY FOUNDATION
FAMILY
CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS
THE " .%',"'; . Making the Arts
E%AI\?PIIITMENT CI BC o BMO ‘\Q/_/_.-' SllIl Llfe ‘ More Accessible™
WOMEN ""
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SOULPEPPER ACADEMY
Emergin . Kingfisher The Norman & Margaret
A |Artists Syl\rla Soyka Foundation Jewison Charitable Foundation

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

Sylvia Soyka

POLAR
o DIANE BLAKE +
CENTRE
¥ STEPHEN SMITH

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

¥/ MIDDLEFIELD

RESOURCE FUNDS

“Glasal [, LoomerRadiy

STEINWAY PIANO GALLERY

Lzaolloeizal TORONTO
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
i e Canada Council Conseil des arts ARTS | recmer
T Gy riheAns. DG councit | roRonTo
; Y 337
Ontario Canada i P e
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BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA

FACEBOOK.COM/
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

YOUTUBE.COM/
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

000890




